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Merton’s Climate Targets

By 2030

•a net-zero carbon Council

(including Council maintained 

buildings e.g., community schools)

By 2050

•a net-zero carbon borough
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A problem from 30,000ft A problem from 300ft

decarbonising businesses helping SMEs to reduce their energy usage

decarbonising housing
engaging private landlords in a local area 

in retrofitting activities

consumer behaviour change
engaging with hardly-reached groups in a 

specific community

➢ Everything is interconnected

➢ Nobody is doing anything

➢ It's unsolvable

➢ Getting stuck in the 

weeds

➢ Focusing too much on 

quick wins

➢ The point where we can 

develop a practical solution

Identifying the problem we want to solve
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External Outcomes

•local behaviour change by emphasising and connecting residents with opportunities to live and

work more sustainably.

•the creation of local projects, local support and sustained interest in solutions which address

shared priorities and reduce carbon emissions.

Scope

Engagement prioritised based on three tests:

•Will they complement actions in the Climate Strategy and Action Plan/Climate Delivery Plan?

•Will the engagement activities enable high impact emissions reductions?

•Will the engagement activities contribute to green economic development?

Where does climate engagement come in?
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Example – Energy Matterss Project

 Developed by Merton's Climate Action Group in 
partnership with the Centre for Sustainable 
Energy and local delivery partners CREW

 Aim - To work with schools to develop energy 
educator modules that can be used throughout 
the UK and support the education and 
empowerment of school children.
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Example –Merton 

Garden Streets

 Developed by Merton's Climate 
Action Group in partnership 
with Sustainable Merton

 Aim - To plant in underutilised 
spaces across the borough to 
improve biodiversity

 115 streets signed up in 2022

 10,000 volunteer hours 
invested in the project
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Example –

The Wheel

 Developed by Merton's 
Climate Action Group in 
partnership with 
Sustainable Merton

 Aim - To embed the circular 
economy in Merton

 Repair Cafes and Upcycling 
Workshops

 Launch of digital hub

 Collaboration with UCL to 
look at embedding the CE 
on Merton Highstreets
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So far…

P
age 34



MERTON COUNCIL

P
age 35



MERTON COUNCIL

Challenge: What would you include in a 

Schools Climate Charter?
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End

Merton’s Climate Strategy and Action Plan

adopted in November 2020 

Climate Delivery Plan – Year 1

adopted in January 2021 

Climate Delivery Plan – Year 2

Adopted in February 2022
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https://www.merton.gov.uk/system/files?file=draft20climate20strategy20and20action20plan20-20council20v2.pdf
https://democracy.merton.gov.uk/documents/s36416/Climate%20Delivery%20Plan%20Y1%20-%20Cabinet.pdf
https://democracy.merton.gov.uk/documents/s45104/Climate%20Delivery%20Plan.pdf
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